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Exploitation of the Rhodope Mines

ls The plant for handling minsrals at K¥vdzhall (N L41-39, E 25-21), which was built
by the Germans during World War IT,.is Lsing enlsrged. It is now working 2L hours
a day and employs 1,000 laborers. An aerial conveyor, also constructed by the
Germans, connechs the plant with the Birieva mines. During 1951, work was in
progress on an asrilal conveyor of bthe same sort from the Konskl Dol area. Both
the works (sic) and the mew constructlon sre tmder ths directlion of Lyuben Nachev,
an engineer. A railread siding runs from the plant to the Kirdzhali railroad
gbtation, and minerals, afber treatment, are loaded on cars inside the factory.

2. During the summer of 1952, spproximately 20,000 workers were employed in the town
of Kiirdzhall, constructing new branches of the facbory, houses for workers, large
workshops for automobile repairs, technical schools, & “culture® house; and &
stadium. -Kurdzhll is being planned as a lsrge industrial center.” The number of
inhabitants is inereasing constantly; the population is spproximately 32,000 at
present, but plana are being made for 100,000.

3 The Rhodopes imsem. Lo be abtracting increaging attenticn from the Soviets. There
iz a total of approximstely 100,000 ecivilian workers and 11,000 Trudovaks. in the
whole Rhodope area. Iead, tin, chrome, sulfur, and wraniwm deposits are being
developed. Little is known aboub the uranium devslopnent here, except that it
is distinct from the Bukhovo Mines near Sofia. '

lbe A new plant for treating minersls has been complebed in Madaxn village (N L1-30,
© B 24-57). It is planned thet Madan will be an impewbant center of tie district.
Blocks of workers' homes have been bwilt near the processing plant.
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Ab gtrashimir, a plant for tresting minerals has also been constructed. This plant
gerves the mines which are located in the mountains approximately 600 meters above
the village, with whish 1% is Iinked by an agrial conveyor. Lodgings for surface
workers and miners ars being ballt around the factory.

A gimilar plant has been built at Srednogortsi (N 4l-32, E 24=55). An electric
plant which has twe diesel motors, for supplying the plant and other installations,
is located near tis planb; workerst lodgings have also besn constructed near the

‘plant. In the willage of Srednogorbsil, there is & gasoline depot, workshops, and a

large aubomobila park, all of which belong to Gorubso, the Soviet enterprise which
is exploiting the Rhodops Minede

A large plant for breating minerals was built at Rudezen (N §1-29, E 2L-53) in the
avtumn of 1952. This towm is to be developed to accommedate 20,000 pecple and will
be renamed Chervenkovgrad unless Prime Minister Chervenkov is purged in the mean-
time. The Sovbolstrol (Sovist-Bulgarisn construction enterprise) has & large truck
park in Rudomemts The minersl precessing plant is connected with the Rimitsa Minea,
seven kilometers dway, Ly aerial cimveycrs - .

Three gallerles have beeh cpensd im the Ribnitsa Mine (N 11-28; E 24=51) which is
seven kilometers from the Gresk frombier., There is some indication, by no means
definite as yeb, that uranivm ore has also been found in this locality. Houses

for technical and adelnistrative persomnel of the mines, as well as automatic truck-
loading apparstus, ars being consbructed ab this lecation,

Since the mining basin of the Rhodopes is considered as a frontier zone, all in-
habitanbts of the ares must have a Ypropusk® (pass), which is a small booklety; blue
in eolor. The first and oubter page of the. propusk bear the works "Ministry of
Forelgn Affalrs. Upravlienis Madan, Propusk Noso..” The second page carries the
photograph and signature of the besrer. The third page has the family and Christian
names of the bearer, and a descripbion of the parts of the mines which the bearer
is awthorized to enter. The last (fouvrth) page carries instructions for the bearer
of the propusic,

The propusk is valid for six months, twt may be sxbsnded. A person leaving the
distriet must burn the pass in bo the dadre section which originally issued ite

A propusk cannot be secured by individusls themselves, but must be requested bf

the Militlia administrative of fice £Or Madan, through the cadre section of the mine
when a worker or other employes is being recruited. If one has a propusk and wishes
to visit a relative who works in a mine or workshop, he must apply teo the Militla
post, where he leaves his propusk and is supplied with a special pass for the visib.
The person whom he is vislting signs this pass, and the visitor turns over this
gpecial pass when he lsaves and receives his criginael propusk. Militia mén fre
quently check documents carried by the workers, Milibtia posts, armed with sub-
caliber machine guns, are everywhsre in garages, workshops, depots,; road inber-
sections, and the enbry and exit of every factory and village.

Peasant Dissatisfaction with Flour Milling System

As a result of the Commmist netionalization of flour mills, a good many of the
mills which existed in rural areas have Leen completely closeds; which makes 1t
difficult for peassnts to have thelr grein ground inte fléur or feed. In scme
districte, there is only one mill Yo serve the neads of 20 to 25 villages.

Millers are overwhelmed with demands end camnot grind the grein as fast as it is
brought in. Peasants lose a great deal of time inm returning to ‘the mill, only to
find that their grain hag not been ground. In some cases, it is a month or more
before the flour ls ready for delivery, and the peasant has had to make many
trips befors finally rsceiving it. ‘
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13, When the peasanis protest, the Commmists make accusations and bring them into
court. The complaining peassant iz accused of being an adherent of G.M.Dimitrov
or of having relations with "illegal® persons. One purpose of this is to keep
the peasants terrorized and to encourage pro=-Communist espionage among neighbors.

Commenbs An evaluation of the foregéing maberial is requested in order

5 doLeriiins the value of such inférmation %o the customer on a continui is
Tt is especially requeshed that such maberdial be checked for duplication
[
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